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Hello CAARA Friends, Ultimately, | and the Board are here to seW@U THE

_ MEMBERS. We work for you and have both a leadership
This is my first letter as President, | apologize that jnq figuciary responsibility to guide the club, ensure its
am a bit unprepared. | was asked if | would allow,ea|thy fiscal management, and to create complete
myself to be nominated shortly before #enual  tansparency iALL that occurs in the club, on the Board,
Meeting. | reluctantly agreed, but am excited to servgnq the management of the mon&ur job is to ensure
there are opportunities for all members to be involved,
take on leadership roles, and most of alMEAFUN!!!
This is a hobby and we should be having fun. If not,
something is wrong.

| believe your responsibilities as club members and ham
colleagues is to get involved, BE HEARD...telling me
and the Board your ideas, critiques and thoughts, share
responsibility with others in taking leadership roles and
participating in all our activities, and participating in any
way that is of interest and that you able. My hope is that
committee leadership roles will come from members not
on the Board.

you for the next two yearg.hank you for the privilege  oyr members come from all walks of life with a diversity
and trust that you have placed in me. of individual personal challengedie need to be sure
that there is a space for everyone to enjoy the camaraderie
First, from all in the club, please allow me to thankyq fellowship that are unique among ha& need to
Hank and last yea Board for their hard work and create activities and operating capability that allow those
dedication. All volunteer oganizations require \yhg cant often travel to be included and involvedle

members who are willing to step up, do hargysg need to reach out to those folks to ensure they know
work...often which is far from glorious, and sacrificenat they are thought of and cared for

in the service of the rest of all the members. Our

as Board members, who last year quietly and diligentpempers who have not been around for a while, work
made this a wonderful place for all CAARA hams. nard to maintain our clubhouse...a unique asset among

clubs, and build new relationships and strengthen old
Thank you! friendships.

Having been President twice before, served on thge will be planning events and establishing committees
Board numerous times and leading at one time Qyer the next couple of meetings. PLEASE attend Board

tome. | have been in the club about 30 yeaineugh, Your voice and input represents whom we serve.
| am a bit unprepared because this was a last min

thing and | have not been heavily involved receng
I will get up to speed as quick as possible to s
your interests. Please have a little patience.
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Welcome to CAARA:

CAARA, anARRL affiliated club, operates the 2
meterW1GLO repeater on 145.130 MHz with
antennas located on the cell tower in the
Blackburn Industrial Complex in Gloucester
Massachusetts. It has an averadeative radius

of 60 miles, and serves Eastern Massachusetts,
41 Cape Cod, Rhode Island, Southern New

-h Hampshire, and maritime mobile stations.
iocCAARA also operates th&1GLO repeater on
i5224.900.The formeMW1RK 443.700 repeater in
stnow on the cell tower in the Blackburn Industrial
F Complex with greatly enhanced perfrormance.

D
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dpyTheAssociation is one of the few amateur radio
clubs that has its own clubhouse. Located at 6
Stanwood Feet in Gloucestert features several
€ HF/VHF/UHF stations with rotating beams for hf
meand vhf, 10-160 longwire, and several hf/vhf

I vertical antennas.
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r Amateur radio exams are held on the second
rsSunday of each month at 10:00AM at the
erCAARA clubhouse Anyone who is considering

a new license or an upgrade, is welcome to test
with us.There is no pre-registration necessary
Contact the head of oME team Rick Maybury if
you have any questions about monthly testing.
Monthly member meetings are held on the first
wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM except for
July and August

(

Each Sunday evening at 9:00pm, the club
operates a 2 meter net on 145.13ds is an
open and informal net which disseminates club
news and prepares operators for eyjaacy
communications workAll are invited to check
into the net as club membership is not a
requirement.

New! The club is open evey Tuesday from 4:30-
closing for CAARA members to stop by and
socialize, as well as use the extensive collection of
ham radio gear




| want to hear from you! My Well this month | was INnformation Desk

contact information is belawPlease q; i
connect with me if you have ideas?r?éngytge(i% 2 'r:eT\n%vS\;lof by Dean-KB1PGH
thoughts, critiques or just want ©Orgngceiver which | purchased last March but lo and bet ¥
ragchew Yaesu is already making an updated version of that radio

_ ) called theraesu FP91A.The new radio will have a second receiver installed
A little bit about me...Those who g4 yoy can hear the audio and watch the scope live at the same time. For tt
know me know | truly love the roqyiar 991 owners like myséfesu is going to sell a hardware upgrade
camaraderie, elmering and funit for jt. Now idea on the price yet for that but the néesu 991Awill be
events. | am a CWguy, but gg|iing for $1500 and it should be released by Octd@ethe review will
appreciate all the other forms of hargaye 1o wait until | get the upgrade done.Speaking of new radios coming
radio. | also enjoy contesting...noktyaesu is also going to release the89L in October as well. The 891 is
for the competition of winning but, i and 6 meter mobile rig and will sell for $908s you may know by
as a vehicle for learning, teachingyq, | will be your club clerk for the next year so | will be reminding you
exploring and just having funggm time to time about important club meetings..The CAARA Board will
hanging out togetherl also will be g getting the next years budget at it's next BOD meetirgyeresday
teaching a CW course after theycioper 5th and will present the budget for club wide approval on the next
holidays. members meeting on wednesday October 1&sttlerk | would like to ask

_ members if they have time to take a look over of their clubs Constitution

Thank you again and see you soon!!'ii the clubs policies so they can keep up to date about how the clut
operates.®u can find both at the members section of the clubs website at

73, www.caara.net We also elected a new Board of Directors so if you were
) not able to make it to tlennual meeting a couple weeks ago you can also
Rick MayburyWZ1B see the new list of clubfiders and directors on the members section of the

: club website as well.So for the ham radio prepper out there | came across
ARR_L OUthIr_]g QSL website devoted to ham radio and preppers. Checkoutamrron.com
Service to Ralse Rates and you'll see what | mean.It's a real combination of the two. Plus they hold
: . nationwide HF nets if your into something new to check out or looking for
;Ar\:g]c;)rltjg:t 'tA\oRrI?];in?zillle\t/r?es Icl)trslg-a new net to joinWell that's it for nowsee you next month!

standing tradition ofthe ARRL
Outgoing QSL Service as a
membership benefit, imeased GOOD NEWS
administration costs will require an
increase in rates, in order to keep the
Service available and viablevhat
Amateurs saved in financial cost,
howeverwas made up for in time; it
could take months, or even years, to

Hello all, there will be a morse code/CW class on
Saturday mornings this winter held by Rick Mayhury
WZ1B (dates and times to be announced later). Ruth
Hodsdon WW1N will be there to assist in teaching
and to continue learning.

send and receive a QSL through the All are welcome to come and enjoy the fun of hearing
bureau.” morse code and learning what all those dits and dahs
Effective November 1, the rate for 1 are sayingMWe'll have hands on training using real
ounce of outgoing QSLs via the morse keys and trainer keys and we’ll be getting on the
Service will increase to match the 1 radio to try to make a contact or two.

ounce USPS international postage

rate As of September 2016, this rate Although not required you might want to familiarize

is $1.15 per ounce — about 10 cards. yourself with the code before attending the class.

An additional service fee of $7 will
be chaged per individual transaction,
to cover administrative costs.

So come and enjoy a no pressure fun class.




Hello, and Greetings flom theARRL New England Division Convention

in Boxborough, MA. by Bill- wziL

This convention used to be every two years, however last yeakftiely New England Division decided to hold
this convention annually

It is a great gathering of hams around New England from Méerejont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and Connecticut. Howeyédid see Canadians, and hams from Nerk, New Jersey and other areas as
well.

| was tasked to be actinge Liaison for theTech InA Day that $an Sone,W4HIX has actively proctored over the
past 5-6 years in Gloucester et al and now our second showing at Boxborough.

| attempted to make reservations at the Holiday Inn in Boxborough and learned | would be staying in Hudson dc
the road about 8 miles.

Photo #1 is a copy of the Program for the event set for Fi&yrday and Sundayeptember 9th, 10th antith.
Photo #2 is a photo taken atARES Forum on Friday conducted by Rob Macedo, KDHOY $eve Schwarm,
W3EVE. The program discussed how ham radio can assist in various public service events and in times
emepgencies, the communications and equipment needed for each operation.

Photos #3 and #4 are taken at the CAARAh InA Day SessioniVe had around 28 students sign up for the class.
A couple of “No Shows” a couple or three add-ins.

Some of thélech InA Day students decided early on to try their luck amBesession down the hall. By the end

of the session, we only had 10 candidates for testagjVEs were &n Sone,W4HIX, Hank McCarl W4RIG

Ron BeckleyN1RJB, “Mr Mike”, Mike ChrestolW1RC.

Examinations report is as follow: 17 of 18 candidates which went down the hall to théBgession passed their
examinationsThe report of the CAARA/E Session was 9 of 10 candidates passed their examinations. 26/28
93.% passing rate.

“Gr eatJob” is extended to the candidates who attendedexlr InA Day and test sessions.

“Thank You” is extended to th¥’E Team of Bill Poulin, WZ1L, Liaison, Stan Sone, W4HIX, Program
Coordinator, Hank McCarl, WARIG, Ron Beckley N1RJB, and “Mr. Mike”, Mike Cr estohl,W1RC for their
herculean dbrts in scoring examinations to make the program vered at the Convention a rememberable and
worthwhile event. (STORY AND PICTURES CONTINUED ON PAGE 16-17)
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WHAT'S GOING ONAT THE CAARA EMCOM CENTER?

teers to help us in the near future, wwill get it transmitting on SSB. If you
might give you a call! have interest in operating the remote
Roger Smith installed a new hot wastations, contact Jon-K1TP or Larry-
ter system last month that works gre#J1Z. You will be asked to bring
and Tony Marks has called in hisyour computer to the club and learn
electrician friend to inspect and pulhow to use the remote on your own
a permit. computerlt requires a learning curve
The House Committee consists adnd is the only way we arefefing
Jon and Ross at this time and we hayeu the needed passwords.
a lot of upgrades planned includingVe have a number of committee
the sprucing up of the club kitchen. spots that need to be filled and this
would love to have the Christmass a great opportunity to serve your
tis the start of a new club year witlparty here this Decembenet’s start club. | hope you will volunteer if your
a new President and Board of Dienjoying our building and all it hasare called and asked to volunteer a
rectors, | am excited at the possibilito offer. little time.
ties. A quick note on Echolink. Larry- Lastly, as in any other club, we al-
Through the hardwork oftsn and AJ1Z has completely upgraded thevays do not always agree on every-
Hank, we own the CAARA building. Sytem with new gear and it workghing that goes on at the clute
| should mention Hank andé have great. Larry has bought new compufiave had major decisons that had to
also been working behind the scenes for the first floor and second floobe made and on occasion harsh words
filling out grants and forms whichas approved by the BOD. Larry hagere spoken. and emails sefihe
may lead to money being granted talso looked at and fine tuned thenajor issues have been resolved
the club for reshingling the entirewireless internet system. pecefully and we are excited to start
club including repairs of exteriorUpdate on the remote statiofhie a new year in harmony
woodwork. $an is also working on Icom 7000 is connected to the bearnexpect this to be a banner year at
a grant for an autostart generatgind available for digital operation orCAARA with new activities, more
which will run the entire club in an20 meters and is working fine. member participation, exciting
emegency The second remote station consisteonthly meetings, portable opera-
of a Flex radio. Since the computetions, club dinners and movies,
With the ownership of the building,was upgraded to a new operating syseholarship breakfasts, educational
we now have the responsibilty ofem, the radio does not work on trangrograms including new CW classes
maintaining and upgrading the buildmit onSSB but does transmit fine oroffered by our CWmastetWZ1B,
ing and grounds/Ve still have work CW. You can still listen to all modeseven some contesting at the club.
to do in regard to painting the bathand bands at this tim&he Flex is
rooms on the first and second floobeing used for CW and SSB operalon-K1TP
as well as the hallway to the secontion on 40-160 utilizing the Endfed
floor. We will be looking for volun- antennaWhen we get a chance we
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Cheating!
by Curtis- AA3JE

Well, it happens to us all, eventuallin my prime, | would have laughed in scorn at anybody that actually
looked up how to do a car repair BEFORE repairing the car! If you ignte out whas what, you should not
be under there!

But | get older| get hurt a lot, and these were brakes, so | cheated and lookeapToabbe how to change the
brake pads on my newish Honda.

Now | am familiar with Honda brakes. Honda has a problem with brakes. Honda, like

Ford in the 1920s, monitors the service records of their cars, and if one part seems to be
lasting a lot longer than the rest of the carthey make it flimsierAnd put more old
bathtubs in the metal. :

Evidently the brake desig

guy thinks a car should last 12,000 miles.

Our last Honda got so ba thatwe were replacing pads and rotors every 10,000 miles or
whenever the car refused to stop! | got really good at it, and the design was simple (perhaps
too simple), as the Honda engineers knew that somebody would be fixing the *&*&"& brakes often!

But | looked it up this time, and found out that they had put the bolts that hold the brakes in an impossible
position BEHIND the brake calipe$o | got a better jack, and some blocks, (never trust a jack) and popped the
thing up.

Well, I went to pop it up.

Turns out the jack designers dittlwant to spring for a bigger box, and the jack handle would not clear the
bumper So, a small delay while | find an extension.

Make an extension, actualfNote to self, Image oimazon is NOTthe actual size).

“WHA T ARE YOU DOING!” said “SHE WHO MUST BE OBEYED".

“Nothing deay just checking the brakes on the Honda.”

“I'M GLAD | DON'T DRIVE IT!”

Now the engineers knew abodduTube, and didrt’'want just anyone changing their brake pads, so they put a
sharp edged spring shim right where it intersects your index finger when the bolt pops loose!

Small delay while | got bandages, cleaned up the spattered blood, and inspected the half inch of skin remove
from my knuckles. (Memo to self, borrow glove for right hand next time, Michael Jackson?).

And | popped the caliper Bipopped in the new pads, and went to put it back on.

Discovered that the springs require that the pads be held in place while slipping the caliper Baiski®an
art form, like doing the “Grecian Bend” as a shadow puppet. Finally#t&*U thing went back into place.

Repeat on other wheel.



In the front, there are two more springsid you must take care that they do not pdprab the raspberry
bushes.

Small pause to find tweezers and remove embedded thorns.

Both front brakes done, and wheels back on.
(Note to self: pump brakes back up before backing up!)

Next weekend is more body work on the Lincoln. Some jerk backed into the right rear quarter panel.
‘“WHA T HAPPENED TO MY CAR?7???”

“Somebody must have dinged you in the parking lot,.tear

‘“HONESTLY, SOME DRIVERS!”

(I don't think she saw me.)

Higher BandsWill Pick Up this Fall, Data Suggest SmalleSolar
Cycles LieAhead

Propagation guru Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, says that, while conditions on 12 and 10 meters will pick up as th
always do in the fall, Fpropagation on those bands will decline thereaftéth only sporadic E during the
summer months as a possible saving grace. On the other hand, the lower bands — 160, 80, and 40 metel
should be good going forward, and 20 and 17 meters will be the mainstays of daylight HF propagation. Luetzelschv
offered these observations duringfargust 23World Wide Radio Operators Foundation (WWROF)-sponsored
webinar “SolaiTopics —WhereWe're Headed.” He said data suggest that Solar Cycle 24, the current solar cycle
will bottom out in 2020, and he advised that radio amateurs may need to lower their expectations on the hig
bands (and 6 meters) looking beyond that.

“I think the only conclusion we can make with some confidence is that we are headed for some small cycles,”
told his audience. He cited various evidence related to the Salar fields — which appear to be decreasing in
strengthA index trends, and cosmic ray data to support his assertion. Luetzelschwab cautioned, tiatpast
performance does not necessarily predict future performance.

“There seems to be a good correlation between how long a solar minimum is and the next solar cycle,” s
Luetzelschwab. “The longer you spend at solar minimum, the smaller the next cycle.”

He observed that hams active since the 1950s and 1960s have experienced shypctargetar minimums of
approximately 2 years, until the one between Solar Cycle 23 and Solar Cycle 24, which lasted about 4 years.
also allowed that the science is not fully understood, and that some things appearing to be patterns may jus
coincidences.

On the other hand, he said, it looks like the downward trend of disappearing sunspots has fesatpgesting

that Solar Cycle 25 may see a lower smoothed sunspot number as opposed to zeizeon saaspots.

Counting those sunspots can be a subjective business.s"Bhattgh job,” he said of the task, noting that it
appears observer bias also has been a factor over the yieatsy@historical sunspot data. @viow have new
corrected data that are believed to be more accurate.”



HOW TO SOUND LIKE A LID
by Rusty Bumpers, N4LID

In many areas | have noticed a tendency of people making a distortt@sound like a “LID” on the local
repeaterSince this appears to be the new stylernrateur Radio, | thought | would present this incomplete
guide to radio LID-domThe following is what | call: “How to sound like a Lid in one easy lesson.”
1) Use as many Q signals as possibés, | know they were invented solely for GAWd are totally
inappropriate for two-meter FM, but they’re fun and entertainihg@y keep people guessing as to what you
really meant. For example, “I'm going to QSY to the kitchen.” Can you really change frequency to the kitcher
QSL used to mean “I am acknowledging receipt,” but now it appears to mean “yes” or “OK.” | guess | missed
it when theARRL changed the meaning.

2) Never laugh, when you can say “hi hi.” No one will ever know you gagdiong time CWagchewer if you
don't tell them.They’ll think you've been on since the days of Marconi.

3) Utilize an alternative vocabulaftyse words like “destinated” and “negatddy s OK to make up your own
words here. “¥ah Bill, | pheelbart zaphonix occasionally myself.”

4) Always say “XX4XXX” (Insert your own call) “for 1.D.’As mentioned in &p One, anything that creates
redundancy is always encouragé&bat’s why we have the Department of Redundancy Department. (Please
note that you can follow your call with “for identification purposes” instead of “for Mzhile taking longer to
say it is worth more “LID points”.

5) The better the copy on the repeatiee more you should use phonetics. Names should be especially used if
they are short or common ones. I.E. “My nam&lis Alpha Lima” or “Jack.. JulieAlpha Charlie Kilo.” If at

all possible use the less common HF phonetics “A43Wherica, Number FouiSugar Mexico.’And for
maximum “LID points”, make up unintelligible phonetics. “My name is Bob... Billibong Oregano
Bumperpool.”

6) Always give the calls of yourself and everyone who is (or has been) in the group, whether they are still the
or not.While this has been unnecessary for years, it is still a great memoiyoieshay also use “and the

group” if you are an “old timer” or just have a bad memémtra points for saying everyosetall and then

clearing in a silly way - like “This is K2xxx, ChoWhow”

7) Whenever possible, use the wrong terminoldigieeps people guessing. Use “modulation” when you mean
“deviation”, and vice-vers&nd even if the amplifier you're using is a Class C type amp, and thus not biased
for linear amplification, be sure to call it your “linéareck, refer to all FM-style amplifiers as “linears.”

You'll be king of the “wrong terminology” hill. Or better yet, refer to them as “lin-e-yars.”

8) If someone asks for a break, always finish your turn, taking as long as possible before turning it over
Whenever possible, pass it around a few times Titss will discourage the breakend if it is an emgency
encourage him to switch to another repeater and not bother you.

9) Always ask involved questions of the person who is trying to sign out. Never let him get by with a yes or nc
answerMake it a question that will take a long time to answer

10) The less you know about a subject, the more you should speculate about it antieeamount of time
spent on your speculations should be inversely proportional to your knowledge of the subject.

11) If someone on the repeater is causing interference, you should talk about that person at great length, ma
sure to comment on at least four out of six of the following: (1) His mental state; (2) His family; (3) His
intelligence, or lack of same; (4) His sexual preference; (5) His relationship to small animals, hisanother
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both; (6) His other methods of self entertainment.

12) If you hear two amateurs start a conversation on the repgaieuntil they are 20 seconds into their
contact, and then break-in to use the patch. Make sure thanliy a simple routine phone callslglso very
important that you run the autopatch for the full three miniiteis.way once the two re-establish contact, they
won’t even remember what they were talking about.

13) You hear someone on the repeater giving directions to a visiting antateanrif the directions are good,

make sure you break-in with your own “alternate route but better way to get there” vengsas.most

effective if several other Lid trainees join in, each with &dént route. By the time the amateur wanting
directions unscrambles all the street names whizzing around in his head, he should have mobiled out of rang
the repeateiThis keeps you from having to stick around and help the guy get back out of town later

14) Use the repeater for an hour or two at a time, preventing others from using it. Better yet, do it on a daily
basis.Your quest is to make people so sick of hearing your voice every time they turn on their radio, they’ll
move to another frequenchhis way you'll lighten the load on the repeateaving even more time for you to
talk on it.

15) See just how much mobile flutter you can generate by operating at handheld power levels too far from the
repeaterEngage people in converations when you know theytenable to copy half of what you're saying.
Even when they say you are uncopyable, continue to string them along by making further transmissions. See
how frustrated you can make the other amateur before he finally sfgnglsigust.

16) Give out wacky radio advicé/hen a newcomés signal is weak into the repeatil him he can correct
the problem by adjusting the volume and squelch knobs on his radio. Or tell people they’re full quieting excep
for the white noise on their signal..Omell, you get the idea.

17) Use lots of radio jgon.After all, it makes you feel important using words average peoplé¢ siantWho
cares if it makes you sound like you just fefl @f Channel 19 on the CitizenBand? Use phases such as
“Roger on that,” “10-4,” “I'm on the side,” “9u’re making the trip,” and “Negatory on that.”

18) Use excessive microphone gain. See just how loud you can make your audio. Make sure the audio gain i
high that other amateurs can hear any bugs crawling on yourlflowbile, make sure the wind noise is loud
enough that others have to strain to pick your words out from all the racket.

19) Be as verbose as possible. Never say “yes” when you can say “He acquiescediimtiratby saying
‘yes’.” (No kidding, | actually heard that one.)

20) Sart every transmission with the word “Roger” or “QSL.” Sure, you toeéd to acknowledge that you
received the other transmission in flfter all, you would simply ask for a repeat if you missed something. But
consider it your gift to the other amateur to give him solace every few seconds that his transmissions are beir
received.

21)When looking for a contact on a repeasdways say you're “listening” or “monitoring” multiple times. I've
always found that at least a half dozen times or so is good. Repeating your multiple “listening” IDs every 10 tc
15 seconds is even bett€hose people who didimvant to talk to you will eventually call you, hoping you'll go
away after you have finally made a contact.

22) Give out repeater FM signal reports using the HF SSB R-S systenir€¥ by 9 here”). Sure &’
considered improper for FM operation and you may even confuse some people, et tlwext spoil your fun!

0.



23)Always use a repeatezven if you can work the other station easily on simplex — especially if you can
make the contact on simplékhe coverage of the repeater you use should be inversely proportional to your
distance from the other station.

24) If you and the other station are both within a mile or two of the repeater you are using, you should always
give a signal report. (“I'm sitting under the repeater and | know you can see it from there, but you're full
quieting into the repeatedow about me?”)

25) In the same vein as the previous step, when monitoring a regeatshould always give signal reports as
if the repeater didnexist. (“Yep, I'm right under the repeat&iou’ve got a whopping signafou’re S-9 plus
60. That must be a great rig.”)

26) On repeaters with courtesy tones, you should always say™@eerrtesy tones are designed to let everyone
know when you have unkeyed, but ddet that stop you. Say “ovérback to you,” or “go ahead.” It serves no
useful purpose, but danvorry — it’s still fun.

27) Think up interesting and bizarre things to do to tie-up the rep@&ategoal here is not to facilitate
communications, but to entertain all the scanner listeners out there. Do something dngilwathum CTCSS
(PL) tones. Sing pager ton&®u’re getting the idea.

28) Use the repeaterautopatch for frivolous routine call&hile pulling into the neighborhood, call home to

let them know you’ll be there in two minutes. Or call your spouse to complain about the bad day you had at
work. After all, the club has “measured rate” service on their phone line, so they ggtdcf@reach autopatch
call. Your endeavor is to make so many patches in a year that you cost the club at least $20 in pHdrat bills.
way you'll feel you got your money‘worth for your dues.

29) Never say “My name is....”. It makes you sound human. If at all possible, use one of the following phrases
A) “The personal here is....” B) “The handle here is....” Normakydles are for suitcases, bu DK to use

them anywayDon't forget, this has worked just fine for CBers for yedise best retort | ever heard: “My

handle is pink, my name is...”

30) Use “73” and “88” incorrectlyBoth are already considered plural, but add a “s” to the end an@agpy

“best of 735" or “88’s”. Who cares if it means “best regards” and “love and kisses.” Better yet, say “seventy
thirds”! Or be funny and say “seventy turds.” Or talk like a 1960s CBer and $igitlof Threeeeeeees to ya!”.
(By the way 70 thirds equals about 23.3, the average CBers 1Q.)

31) Make people think you have a split personality by referring to yourself in the plural\&éeseyou’re in
conversation and are alone at your radio, always sar&\or “We’ve” instead of “I'm” or “I've” (i.e. “we’ve

been doing this...”, “we’re doing that...”, “we’re clear”). Everyone knows you’re by yourself, but when they ask
you who is with you, make up somebody important Akeold Schwarzenegger or Bill Clinton.

32)Always attempt to use the higher functions of the repeater before you have read the directions. Nothing w
work, but you'll have great fun and get lots of people to give you advice.

33) Test repeater functions repeatedly (thathy they call it a repeatefjest your signal strength from the same
location several times every d&oncentrate on testing the things that really mdikerthe number of time the
repeater has been keyed-tUipat stuf is fun to trackTest the outside temperature, or the transmitter heat sink
termperature as often as possiflee farther the temperature goes from the norms, the more often you should
test it.Also, if you get a pager set to the repeateutput frequengyas soon as you receive it set it@fery 30
seconds or so until the battery runs down. Better yet, interrupt conversations to test it.
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34) If the repeater is bthe air for service, complain about the fact that it washef air as soon asstturned

back onAct as though your entire day has been ruined because that one repeatavwa#dable when you

wanted to use it. Even thought you have never donated a penny to help out with the upkeep of it, and despite
fact that you have all 42 local repeaters programmed into your mobile radio

35) Find ways to get around the “no business” rule on autopa¥asplan is to try and fool the repeater

control operators. Invent code words your secretary at work will understand to disguise any business talk so i
sounds like personal chatt@r get to be friends with the local Domiad?izza manageMake it so that when

you call him on the patch and ask him to bring over the “floppy disk” you need to your house, he shows-up 3C
minutes later with a piping hot Ig& pepperoni and sausage piee possibilities are endless....

36)Always make sure you try to communicate with only a handheld and a rubber duck ahismmaake sure
you work through a repeater that you can hear very well, but it cannot hedhyowill put out a kind of “LID
mating call”: “Well, Joe, | can hear the repeater just fine here. | wonder why ithesar me?’You will score
maximum LID points if you are mobile, and with the radio lying in the passenger seat.

37) If an annoying station is bothering you, make sure your other “LID” buddies have a “coded” frequency list.
Even though “CODES” are strictly forbidden Amateur Radio, i8 really neat to practice “James Bond”
tactics.

38)Always use the National Calling Frequency for general conversalibasnore uninteresting, the longer

you should use it. Extra points are awarded if you have recently move from an adjacent frequency for no reas
Make sure when DX is “rolling” in on 52.525 that you hang out there and talk to your friends five miles down
the road about the good old CB days!

39) Make sure that if you have a personal problem with someone, you should voice your opinion in a public
forum, especially a net. Make sure you give their name, call, and any other identifying remarks. For maximum
points, make sure the person in question is not on the repmatet available.

40) Make sure you say the first few words of each transmission twice, especially if it is the same thing each
time. Like “roger roger” or “fine business, fine business”. | cannot stress enough about encouraging
redundancy

41) If you hear a conversation on a local repeateak in and ask how each station is receiving you. Of course
they will only see the signal of the repeater you are using, bih#t magic moment when you can find a

fellow “LID”, and get the report. Extra points are awarded if you are using a base station, and the repeater is |
than five air miles from you.

These easy steps should put you well on your way to “LID-Hood”. | hope these helpful hints will save you somnr
time in your quest to sound like the perfect “LID”. | should also note that these steps can also apply to simple;
operation, but nobody really cares because that pawn-shop HTX-20gas1g to get out too far with just a

rubber duck.

73,
Rusty Bumpers, N4LID

P.S. “Rusty Bumpers” is a pen name. He maintains anonymity so he can sit peacefully at club meetings and
avoid the wrath (and breath) of the uninformed.

11



e R i e e P i e i
SEE S — S emseess

-

t the dawn of the 1960s, Britain still bobbed to the rhythms of a vanishetValjghe exception of one
commercialTV network, the airwaves were owned by the British Broadcasting Corp. — known semi-
affectionately as “Auntie.”
The BBC favored a bland if nourishing diet of news, information, light entertainments and chifograms. In
other words, the rock ‘roll revolution that was spreading like wildfire in the Unitadt&s had been all but
banished from the British airwaves.
But for a group of rebellious, rock-loving disc jockeys, such restrictions were merely a hurdle. Many of them toc
to the seas, hunkering down on old fishing ships anchofetthefEastern coast of England; from there, they
broadcast programs built around the illicit tunes of bandsTlieeHollies and’he Rolling $ones.

In 1967, the British currentairs show\brld in Actionshot a program about pirate radio aboard thAmigo.

Here World in Actionteam members Mike Hodges and Paddy Searle shoot footage of DJ Robbie Dale insthe shi
studio.

James Jackson/Hult&rchive

Richard Curtis, director of the new filRirate Radio,which is based on these events, was an 8-gldaboy
confined to a posh boarding school when he first heard the broad¢hgeshe wasrt' allowed to listen to music
during the dayhe remembers hiding a radio under his covers at night .

“And what | heard were these extraordinary pirate-radio stations,” says Curtis. “These fantastic guys floating «
in the middle of the ocean, pumping rock ‘n’ roll into my private school all night.”

The piratesoff-coast locations strategically put them in international waters — and thus out of British authorities
legal reachWhen they began broadcasting in the mid-'60s, their signals reached as many as 20 million Brits -
nearly half of a population that had been permitted a diet of only six hours of “pop music” Ancktie pirates’
playlists were lagely lifted fromAmericanTop 40 stations, which during the '60s were dominated by the era’
British bands. Radio Caroline, which broadcast from the shgo, became one of the most popular stations.
“It was bizarre” says Dave Cash, a former Radio Caroline DJ, “because you had no real idea of what you wer
doing until you came ashor&nd there’d be 3,000 people waiting for us.”

The DJs were treated like pop stars themselves — and since most were young and single, they took every adva
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of their newfound fame.

At sea it was another matt&he acoustics on the steel ships were subipaonboard regimen was monastic —

no women allowed — and the weather could wreak havoc. During winter storms, the DJs might be strande
onboard for a month or more.

Keith Skues, who hosted one Radio Caroline stsawd one of the main challenges was the turbulence.

“The fact that you're being kicked out of your chair across the studiotdielen to matteas long as the records
didn’t jump,” says Skues. “And of course they did.”

Some of the biggest bands of the period, including thveeS and he Dave Clark Five, got their first exposure on
pirate stationsThe pirates also played commercials, which was unheard of in the United Kingdom at the time.
After British law disbanded most of the pirate stations, many of the DJs went to work for the BBC. Dave Casl
(fourth from the left) and this group of ex-pirate DJs helped the corporation launch its first pop music station.
Keystone/HultorArchive

In fact, the prime motivating force behind the pirates weasmhe kind of rock ‘nioll evangelism; it was good
old-fashioned profitAmerican and Irish entrepreneurs ran the two biggest stations, trying to sidestepsBritain’
refusal to grant radio licenses to commercial broadcasters.

In 1967 the British government made it a crime to supply music, commghifood and water — and, most
significantly, advertising — to any unlicensedsifore broadcastefhe law sounded thefafial death knell for

most of the pirate stations.

Yet the music had made its mark. One month after the law tfiwut,eéhe BBC launched its first pop statiémd

in a strange turn of events, many of the shipwrecked DJs went to work for their former nemeses atAlfie BBC.
all, it would be six more years before Britain allowed any commercial radio stations in the .country

“They hated us,” says Cash, who still works for the Beeb, “but wetdidré And we still dont! | take their
money but | still dont care And if you need a real pirate over therdmerica, I'm your man.”
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Amateur Radio Parity Act Passes in the US House of Reggentatives!

“The bill is passed without objectionWith those wordsAmateur Radio history was made on September 12,
when the US House of Representatives approvedrtiaeur Radio Paritjct, H.R. 1301 on a voice vote

under a suspension of the rul&€ke focus of the campaign to enact the legislation into law now shifts to the US
Senate.

The House victory culminated many years dbefonARRL's part to gain legislation that would enable radio
amateurs living in deed-restricted communities to erect antennas that upptetir Radio communication.
The measure calls on the FCC to amend its Part 97 rules “to prohibit the application to amateur stations of
certain private land-use restrictions, and for other purpogésle similar bills in past years gained some
traction on Capitol Hill, it was not until the overwhelming grassroots support froAntageur Radio
community for H.R. 1301 shepherdedARRRL that a bill made it this faf he legislation faces significant
obstacles to passage in the US Senate, however

“This is huge step in our feirt to enact legislation that will allow radio amateurs who live in deed-restricted
communities the ability to construct atestive outdoor antenna®RRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, said.
“Thanks to everyone for their help in thigaet thus far Now we must turn our full attention to getting the bill
passed in the Senate.”

ARRL Hudson Division Director Mike Lisenco, N2YBB, who chairs RL Boards LegislativeAdvocacy
Committee, has been heavily involved ifoefs to move H.R. 1301 forward. “This has been a multi-ydartef

that is finally seeing some light,” he said. “The passage of the bill in the House is a major accomplishment, dt
to the hard work of so many — from the rank-and-file member to fleersf and directors.”

Lisenco said is not a time to rest on our laurels. é\&re only halfway therd@he focus now shifts to ourfeft

in the Senate,” he said. ‘@\&are beginning a massive e-mail campaign in which we need every member to write
their two Senators using our simplified proce&su will be hearing from President Roderick and from your
Directors, asking you to go to our Rally Congress page. Using your ZIP code, e-mails will be generated much
like our recent letter campaigviou’ll fill in your name and address and press Efitee e-mails will be sent

directly to your Senators without you having to search through their websites.”

Lisenco said getting these e-mails to members’ Senators is a critical part of the process. “Those numbers ma
Please help us help you by participating in thisref he said.

As theamended bill provides, “Community associations should fairly administer private land-use regulations i
the interest of their communities, while nevertheless permitting the installation and maintenafexioé ef
outdoorAmateur Radio antennabhere exist antenna designs and installations that can be consistent with the
aesthetics and physical characteristics of land and structures in community associations while accommodatir
communications in thAmateur Radio services.”

During this weels limited debate, the House hslisponsqrRepAdam Kinzinger (R-IL), thankeARRL and

the CommunityAssociations Institute (CAl) for reaching an agreement to move the bill forward “in a bipartisan
and very positive mann&He pointed out to his colleagues tiahateur Radio antennas are prohibited outright
in some area.

“For some this is merely a nuisance,” Kinzinger said, “but for others — those that ugertageur Radio
license for life-saving emgency communications — a dangerous situation can be created by limiting their
ability to establish ééctive communication for those in need.”

Kinzinger said that in emgencies, hams can provide “a vital and life-saving function” when conventional
communication systems are down. He also praised the Miliaxifiary Radio System (MARS), a US
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Department of Defense-sponsored program, comprisgelyaof Amateur Radio volunteers, that also supports
communication during emgencies and disasters.

Cosponsor US Rep Joe Courtney (D-CT) algmedrthe bills passage. “This is not just a feel-good bill,”
Courtney said, recounting how Hurricane Sandy brought down the power grid, and “we saw all the advanced
communications we take for granted...completely fall by the wayside.” Ham radio volunteers provided real-
time communication in the stormwake, he said, saying the legislation was a way “to rebalance things” for
radio amateurs who choose to live in deed-restricted neighborhoods by enabling them to install “non-intrusiv
antennas.

Courtney noted that he spoke recently with FCC ChairfeamWheeler and said thatvheeler “strongly
supports this legislation.”

Leading up to the vote, Rep Pduinko (D-NY) also spoke in support of the legislation, calling it a common-
sense approach that would build “fairness into the equaticdnfiateur Radio operators” in dealing with
homeowners associations.

The earlier U.S. Senate version of A&mateur Radio Paritict, S. 1685, no longer is in plagnd the Senate is
expected to vote by unanimous consent on the version of H.R. 1301 that the House adopted on September

The FCC rules in CFR Part 97 Sec. 97.313 (a) tells us:

“An amateur station must use the minimum transmitterpower necessay to carry out the desied
communications.”

Good words and a good rule! Not only because excessive power creates unnecessary spurious emissions ir
already crowded bands, but, as | found out, it can also help keep your equipment running.

| was using my Icom IC-2720h at home; “rag chewing” on the Gloucester 2 meter repeater when | suddenly
saw a cloud of smoke over my desk and smelled burning electronics! | had no idea where it was coming
from. The radio seemed to be functioning, and an inspection of the power supply showed no issues. | had
two computers being repaired on my bench, but no troubles of that nature there. Everything checked out at
first glance, but when | tried to raise an out of town repeater: nothing!

| contacted another local operator and we QSY’d to a simplex frequéterg | found that regardless of

what power setting | used, | was only barely reaching him and my signal strength was not changing on his
S-meter | made some room on my bench and took the radio down and opened it up. Sure enough, | found
that one of the power transistors in the final amplifier stage had burned out, leaving a (not so) nice toasted
crater on the pc board!

Inadvertently | had earlier shifted to high power to reach a distant repéattedid not reduce the power

when | came back to the Gloucester 13 machine. So, at some point, while we were yakkihg e,

up cooking the radio.

The moral of the story is: just because a radspecification sheet says that it has a certain power rating,

does not necessarily mean that it will run continuously at that setting! Use the lowest amount of power that
you need to get the job don&heres no reason to push 50 watts if you’re able to make the QSO on a 5 or

10 watt setting. If you do need the higher power settings, keep your transmissions short and give the radio
plenty of time to cool between transmissions.

Rule-of-Thumb: Dort' use the power if you domeed it! Lesson learned - the hard way!

Gardi, KA1BTK
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(Continued from page 3)Sunday was an interesting dédaving spent the night in Hudson, M#gyain, |

decided to partake in the delicious breakfast buttet before venturing out to do volunteer dutiest &ales

in the Flea MarketWhen | arrived, there was a report of rain and heavy windéncester heading our way

| think it was maybe 35-45 minutes in the shift when | noticed the sky turning black, and the trees limbs start t
move. | grabed the cash box, programs and rushed to the door in the beginning of the rain, | was lucky to get
the door when | noticed the stucture | was sitting under start to sway and move around. Luckily it was tied to ¢
tree, otherwise, it would have possibly gone airborne. (Think Field Day 2013 or 2014).
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Inside, it was a little crazy trying to dodge the people rushing by me due to the inclement weather outside. |
turned the box over to théolunteer CoordinatpAndy Sewart, KB1OIQ, and decided it was a time for lunch.

| went back to the vendor/exhibit area and took some more pictures Marty along with numerous other young
hams from the Clay Centdmateur Radio Club in Brookline, M#vas in attendanc&@he Clay Center is for

those students interested in studying engineering, computer science, or communications, amateur radio is a
valuable asseAmateur Radio is a blend of science, technoleggineering, and math, the basis of a true
“STEM” subject.There were tw&outh Forums, one on Saturday and one on Sunday

Some of the young hams | spoke with were very excited and really involved in their club. | met quite a few
young operators while standing by ffech InA Day table, quite a few of them already Aaghnician,

General and met a femateur Extra Class operators who were in the eight grade, and a few unlicensed hams
were in their midst.

They predict that th¥outh operators are coming up, some of the old breeds are fading, hawsvgroup of
young hams seem to be goal oriented. | know with the exams we are giving young hams will carry on.
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Attnention CAARA Members

Annual Dues Invoicesfor the 2017 Membershipear will be emailed during Novembh&016.
CAARA's Membershig¥ear runs from January'i December 31 Your prompt dues payment is
very much appreciated.

Dues are invoiced annuaNya e-mail only, so please be sure we have your current email adi@ss!
may update your contact information on the CAARA website at any time here:
http://members.caara.net/update-info/
Please make any necessary corrections before Novefhber 1

CAARA acceptscash (in person onlplease), check, credit/debit cards at the clubhouse or via
PayPd?t, and your PayPalaccountAdditional payment information will be on the Official
Invoice so please wait until you eceive it befoe making any actual payments

thx & 73
Dick- K1VRA

“Cows Over the World” DXpedition May Be at an End

The one-man “Cows Over thgorld” DXpedition has ended — prematuredpruptly and on a sad notéom

Callas, KCOWTreported that a theft this week in Kiribati has left him with nothing. HeltoédDaily DXthat

his Cows DXpedition is “permanently QR

“Everything | own was stolen on 28 September from here in Kiribati,” Callas posted @REisom page

“They took all the radios, computers, amplifiers, antennas, evaxithing They even took my clothing and
shoes. | have literallgothingleft. | type this with tears in my eyes.”

The “Cows Over th&Vorld” DXpedition got under way last spring, when the Minnesota DXer fired up as KH8/
KCOW from American Samoa. Other stops followédter a short hiatus, Callas had announced plans last week
to resume with hig30COWoperation fromWestern Kiribati, but he said his intendepr25 MostWanted”
DXpeditions would not happen. He has been financing the round-robin DXpedition on his own. Callas was
awaiting permission to operate frofakelau and Naurwll call signs in the all-C\WDXpedition tour have

included a “COW?” suix.Callas has told’he Daily DXthat “all logs’ for his T30COWoperation have been
uploaded to ClubLog. He also expressed his appreciation g/Rascom profile page

“I have read the many supportive comments posted on both QRZ and &Haartfelt thanks. Some guys have
asked about financially donating to my plighhis is very generous, but | respectfully and humbly decline. Us
people from the Midwest are like that. Either too proud (or too dumb) to accept money without actually workir
for it. Please donate your time helping a kid learn Morse code if you want to “donate” anything at all.

“My bank wired me funds so | can now eat again (literally). No joke, they even stole all my food. | have
cancelled all future DXing activity until | return back to the USA and purchase new equipment. Gud DX es
Long Live CWfrom here inVestern Kiribati, where & always 5NN (except for when local ‘QRNakes you

go QR really quick).”

In addition toT30COW his Cows DXpedition has also included operations as 5SW0OdQ@OW, and

YJOCOW Announced plans of operating from the Solomdio&elau, Bangladesh and other locations now are
off the table.

In the past, Callas has operated franti8lena Island (ZD7X), Cambodia (XU7XXX), Haiti (HH5/KCOW), and
Martinique (TO00), and he has handed out more than 100,000 contacts overall, including those logged from |
Pacific operations.
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