
Welcome to the CAARA 
Norman ‘David’ Curley 

Memorial Member’s Meeting 
Celebra'ng	CAARA’s	past	President		

Who	was	lost	aboard	the	

Pilot Boat CAN DO 
February	6/7th	1978	



‘The Blizzard of ‘78’ 
From February 5th, through February 7th of 

1978, New England was inundated in a winter 
storm of historic proportions.  It’s effects would 
be felt throughout the region for many weeks 
and months after, and the stories will last for 

generations… 



…but no story of heroism, courage,  
or tragity can equal that of the  

Pilot Boat CAN DO  
and its brave 5-man crew…  





As the storm intensified on the 6th, the 
Greek tanker GLOBAL HOPE in Salem 

Sound, started dragging her anchor.  
She ran aground at Coney Island and 
was holed, flooding her engine room 

and killing the power.  Her crew started 
blowing the ships whistle in apparent 
distress.  This signal was heard by 

people ashore around the Sound who 
notified the Coast Guard. 









The Coast Guard assumed the worse.  
Sector Boston dispatched two ships, the 95-
foot Type-A Cape-class patrol boat; CAPE 
GEORGE, WPB-95306 out of Boston and 

the 210-foot Medium Endurance Cutter 
USCGC DECISIVE (WMEC-629) from 

Provincetown. 







Knowing that in the storm, it was going to 
take some time for CAPE GEORGE and 
DECISIVE to arrive on the scene, Coast 

Guard Station Gloucester dispatched their 
two boats, a 41-foot Utility Boat 41353, and 
a 44-foot Motor Lifeboat 44317, to head to 
Salem Sound to assess the situation and 

assist the GLOBAL HOPE’s crew, if 
possible. 







The lightweight Utility Boat was forced to turn 
back shortly after getting underway… 

…but the more rugged 44-foot MLB kept on 
for Salem Sound… 







Although the 44-foot MLB was designed for 
heavy weather rescues, the storm proved 

too much for her electronics and navigation 
equipment.  Once she entered the 

‘minefield’ of the sound, she lost her 
RADAR ‘eyes’. 





The 44’s crew was in trouble.  It was now 
dark, with white-out conditions in hurricane 

force winds and 20-foot breaking seas. With 
no RADAR, depth sounder, or compass they 

were blind amongst the angry rocks and 
ledges in the Sound, they had gone aground 

once, and their situation looked bleak… 









Back in Gloucester, the crew of the CAN 
DO was listening to the drama unfolding 

on the radio.  Captain Frank Quirk, a 
retired Sea-Bee was not one to sit around 
when he thought he could help.  Thinking 

to use his RADAR to find 44317 and 
guide her to safety, he readied his crew 

and prepared to take CAN DO out into the 
storm. 



THE CREW 



Captain Frank Quirk Jr. 
Retired Navy Sea-Bee 

Two time recipient of the Master Mariner Award 
Coastal and Harbor Pilot 

Accomplished SCUBA diver and mariner 



First Mate Charlie Bucko 
Retired U.S. Marine with two Purple Hearts 

Retired Coast Guardsman and 
Qualified 44-Foot MLB Heavy Weather Coxswain 

Recipient of the Master Mariner Award 
Experienced crewman aboard CAN DO 



Crewman Kenneth Fuller 
Restaurateur,  

Commercial fisherman aboard SISSEL B 
Magnolia Lions Club Member 

Massachusetts Restaurant Association Member 



Crewman Donald Wilkinson 
Marina operator and business manager 

American Power Boat Racing Assn. Member 
Mass. Bay Offshore Power Boat Assn. Member 

Cape Ann Stamp Club Member 
Magnolia Lions Club Member  



Crewman Norman ‘David’ Curley  
Electrician, Local 103, I.B.E.W Member 
Experienced boatman and boat owner 

Gloucester Lodge of Elks, No. 892 Member 
President, Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association 



The Boat 



P/V CAN DO 
Ex GRAMPUS  

48-foot / 8-foot beam, single screw motor workboat 
3/8-inch ‘Hot Roll’ Corten Steel hull 

Aluminum wheel/cabin house and deck 
220 HP Cummings diesel main engine 

Considered by many to be as seaworthy as a  
‘surfaced submarine’. 





The CAN DO headed into the storm  As she 
neared Gloucester’s Dog Bar Breakwater, 
word was given that the 44 had regained 

some navigation functionality and was 
proceeding into Beverly Harbor.  As CAN DO 

was still 100% functional, Capt. Quirk 
decided to attempt to pick up on the 44’s 

mission to assess the situation at the 
GLOBAL HOPE.   



The CAN DO worked its way down the 
coast towards Salem Sound.  Somewhere 

off of Baker’s Island, a sea took out an 
antenna tower which crashed into the 
RADAR’s dome, rendering them blind.  

They turned around and tried to use the 
LORAN to navigate back home, but 

something crashed aboard and smashed in 
a pilothouse window and disabled the 

LORAN and injuring Capt. Quirk.   



Now, completely blind and damaged they were 
trying to work their way back to Gloucester, but 
the storm’s waves were actually driving them 
backwards, into the teeth of the Gooseberry 
ledges.  Soon, CAN DO was driven ashore. 



They managed to free themselves and get 
started again, but the seas continued to drive 
them further and further into the ledges and 

she grounded once more, this time killing the 
power, and hope for good.  Sometime in the 

early morning hours of the 7th, the seas drove 
her hull over the rocks and into deeper water, 
but the damage was too extensive to re-start.  
She drifted until she foundered near Tinker’s 

Island, south of Marblehead Neck.  



The bodies of Capt. Quirk and Don 
Wilkinson came to rest on Short Beach in 
Nahant.  Those of David Curley and Ken 

Fuller came ashore at Devereux and 
Goldthwait beaches in Marblehead.  The 

body of Charlie Bucko was later found in the 
engine room of the CAN DO’s hull. 



Aftermath 

















The snow melted away and our world slowly 
returned to normal, but the sense of loss of 
the CAN DO and it’s brave crew, for some 

will never fade.  Many memorials were held 
and monuments to their memory were 

placed and still are sacred places of honor 
to these heroes of the Blizzard of ’78.   



The CAN DO memorial at 
Cape Ann Marina 



Mess Deck at Station 
Gloucester 



Destino’s Sub Shop 



Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association  



The hull of the CAN DO was eventually raised 
by Burnham Associates in Salem, to be 

repaired and used as their yard boat. The 
cabin and wheel house were left as an 

underwater memorial.  On cleaning the hull 
out, some artifacts were found…   



M/V GRAMPUS, EX-CAN DO in Salem Harbor 



Their last communications were made on this 
radio. 



A life ring from the GLOBAL HOPE adorns the wall at 
Station Gloucester. 



They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great 
waters; 

These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. 
For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the 

waves thereof. 
They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their 

soul is melted because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their 

wit's end. 
Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out 

of their distresses. 
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 

Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto 
their desired haven. 

Psalm 107 


